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BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Law of Bankruptcy and The National Bankruptcy Act 
of 1898. By Wm. Miller Collier. Albany : Matthew Ben- 
der. 1898. 

There are probably only two ways in which the new bankruptcy 
law can be successfully treated : the one is a publication of the text, 
with marginal notes (as the pamphlet just published by Washington 
Law Book Co.), and the other and more ambitious method, which 
is adopted by Collier, includes also the various sections of the act in 
arithmetical order, but so interspersed with explanations, compari- 
sons with the older legislation and citations from the decisions there- 
under, as to entitle it to the name of text book. The work, which 
modestly claims for itself the privilege of hewing a path through the 
intricacies of the law, is likely, however, owing to the skillful 
execution of the plan, to find a place at the elbow of the practi- 
tioner after the way has been well cleared. Features of it which 
deserve special mention are : The cross references at the close of each 
section to the correlative sections in pari materia ; the practice of 
giving all the reports where the various bankruptcy decisions may 
be found — which will be found helpful by those who do not possess 
N. B. R. — and the very full comparison of the various sections with 
the corresponding sections of the preceding acts — which will, doubt- 
less, enable the reader to avoid some of the numerous pitfalls into 
which an apparent similarity between the statutes might easily lead 
him. The important new questions are broached by the author — as 
to widow's dower, on page 91, and "debts created by misappro- 
priation," on pages 175, etseq.; and he seems to have on occasions, 
as for instance in section 10, on " Extradition of Bankrupts, " 
refrained from deciding how the law should be interpreted, without, 
however, where the authorities are conflicting, hesitating to indi- 
cate the preferable rule, as in the note on ' ' Rights of Action Upon 
Provable Claims," on pages 10, et seq.; "Attachment Bonds," on 
pages 149, et seq. Particularly suggestive is his essay (for it 
really deserves that name) on "Date of Transfer," on pages 309, 
et seq. The treatment seems to be well sustained in spite of oc- 
casional sections, which are hardly adequately treated, as § 29, on 
Offences, §§38-9, 50 and 64. As appendices are printed: (1) 
The Act of 1867, which should prove useful ; (2) The exemption 
laws of the various states, which are, perhaps, hardly worth the 
space they take ; and (3) a set of forms, whose usefulness is limited 
by the fact that they may be superseded at any time by the Su- 
reme Court. On the whole, however, it may be fairly said, both 
that there was a distinct opportunity for such a work and the op- 
portunity has been realized by the author. R D B 
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